CHAPTER XIII
THE ROYAL PLOT
(1685-1687)
npHE swift destruction of Monmouth and Argyll, the
JL vengeance wreaked upon their adherents, the loyalty of
Parliament and the fighting forces, combined to give the King
a sense of sure and overwhelming power.   He began forth-
with to move forward along the path of his heart's desire.
He would make England a Catholic country and himself an
absolute monarch.   The steps which he must take to these
ends would, he knew, be many and hard.   Only gradually
and patiently could such great designs be accomplished; but
he need no longer observe that caution or practise those
deceits which had induced his accession promises.   He had
marched victorious through the ordeal of a double rebellion;
he had proved by terrible examples his strength and his wrath.
Who would now dare resist his sovereign will ?   No more
for him the shifts and subterfuges to which his weak, indolent
brother had been forced.   Henceforward he would have
Ministers who would be agents rather than counsellors; he
would have compliant Parliaments or none at all; he would
have judges who would set the royal authority above the law;
he would have a strong, disciplined army devoted to his
person; above all, he would suffer no longer that the true
faith, which he himself embraced so dearly, should lie under
the ban of penal laws.   To free his Catholic subjects from
their oppression and to raise them to offices of power and
honour became for him a sacred duty.
As soon as Jeffreys' " campaign," as James called it, was
ended he proposed to his Council the repeal of the Test Act
and the Habeas Corpus Act, those two hated relics of Whig
insurgency in the late reign. The measures taken to suppress
the rebellion and the money supplied for that purpose by
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